
May 2022

Dear AP/GT English Language and Rhetoric Students,

The following is your summer reading assignment.

Choose one of the following non-fiction books to read before the first day of school.
◆ Becoming by Michelle Obama
◆ Educated by Tara Westover
◆ The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls
◆ Born a Crime by Trevor Noah
◆ The Other Wes Moore by Wes Moore

Note:  Please look over summaries (provided by Goodreads) found on the next few pages.  Choose a book that is a good fit for
you; consult with your parents if you are unsure if the topics discussed are best for you.

Be prepared for the following:
◆ assignments to be given over the book during the first week of school
◆ class discussions over the book during the first week of school
◆ an essay over the book during the first week of school
◆ a test over the book

Recommendations:
◆ Annotate your book as you read.
◆ Pay close attention and make note of issues that are still relevant today.
◆ Pay close attention and make note of lessons learned.
◆ Pay close attention to personal philosophies, ways of thinking, and ideas that could be

argued.

Note for this assignment and the entire school year: As with most major works, study guides such as SparkNotes are probably
available.  Study guides, however, are not always reliable sources for information about or interpretation of works.  They often
contain significant mistakes, and they certainly remove any chance of original thought.  The intelligent approach, obviously, is
to read the primary source (the work itself) and to attempt analysis and interpretation yourself.  Study guides are appropriate
only for review, or, occasionally, clarification.  Assignments, tests, and essays are based on primary texts.  Also, be careful to
avoid plagiarizing these sources.  Know that teachers are very familiar with these sites.

If you have any questions regarding this assignment over the summer, please contact Sara-Jane Shepperd
at sara-jane.shepperd@dsisdtx.us. Have a wonderful summer!

mailto:sara-jane.shepperd@dsisdtx.us


Summer Reading Options

Becoming by Michelle Obama

In a life filled with meaning and accomplishment, Michelle Obama has emerged as one of the
most iconic and compelling women of our era. As First Lady of the United States of America—the
first African American to serve in that role—she helped create the most welcoming and inclusive
White House in history, while also establishing herself as a powerful advocate for women and
girls in the U.S. and around the world, dramatically changing the ways that families pursue
healthier and more active lives, and standing with her husband as he led America through some
of its most harrowing moments. Along the way, she showed us a few dance moves, crushed
Carpool Karaoke, and raised two down-to-earth daughters under an unforgiving media glare.In
her memoir, a work of deep reflection and mesmerizing storytelling, Michelle Obama invites
readers into her world, chronicling the experiences that have shaped her—from her childhood
on the South Side of Chicago to her years as an executive balancing the demands of motherhood
and work, to her time spent at the world’s most famous address. With unerring honesty and
lively wit, she describes her triumphs and her disappointments, both public and private, telling
her full story as she has lived it—in her own words and on her own terms. Warm, wise, and

revelatory, Becoming is the deeply personal reckoning of a woman of soul and substance who has steadily defied
expectations—and whose story inspires us to do the same.

Educated by Tara Westover

Tara Westover was 17 the first time she set foot in a classroom. Born to survivalists in the
mountains of Idaho, she prepared for the end of the world by stockpiling home-canned peaches and
sleeping with her "head-for-the-hills bag". In the summer she stewed herbs for her mother, a
midwife and healer, and in the winter she salvaged in her father's junkyard. Her father forbade
hospitals, so Tara never saw a doctor or nurse. Gashes and concussions, even burns from
explosions, were all treated at home with herbalism. The family was so isolated from mainstream
society that there was no one to ensure the children received an education and no one to intervene
when one of Tara's older brothers became violent. Then, lacking any formal education, Tara began
to educate herself. She taught herself enough mathematics and grammar to be admitted to Brigham
Young University, where she studied history, learning for the first time about important world
events like the Holocaust and the civil rights movement. Her quest for knowledge transformed her,
taking her over oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to Cambridge. Only then would she
wonder if she'd traveled too far, if there was still a way home. Educated is an account of the struggle
for self-invention. It is a tale of fierce family loyalty and of the grief that comes with severing the closest of ties. With the acute
insight that distinguishes all great writers, Westover has crafted a universal coming-of-age story that gets to the heart of what
an education is and what it offers: the perspective to see one's life through new eyes and the will to change it.

Born a Crime by Trevor Noah

The memoir of one man’s coming-of-age, set during the twilight of apartheid and the tumultuous
days of freedom that followed. Trevor Noah’s unlikely path from apartheid South Africa to the desk of
The Daily Show began with a criminal act: his birth. Trevor was born to a white Swiss father and a
black Xhosa mother at a time when such a union was punishable by five years in prison. Living proof
of his parents’ indiscretion, Trevor was kept mostly indoors for the earliest years of his life, bound by
the extreme and often absurd measures his mother took to hide him from a government that could, at
any moment, steal him away. Finally liberated by the end of South Africa’s tyrannical white rule,
Trevor and his mother set forth on a grand adventure, living openly and freely and embracing the
opportunities won by a centuries-long struggle. Born a Crime is the story of a mischievous young boy
who grows into a restless young man as he struggles to find himself in a world where he was never
supposed to exist. It is also the story of that young man’s relationship with his fearless, rebellious,



and fervently religious mother—his teammate, a woman determined to save her son from the cycle of poverty, violence, and
abuse that would ultimately threaten her own life.

The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls

A tender, moving tale of unconditional love in a family that, despite its profound flaws, gave the
author the fiery determination to carve out a successful life on her own terms. Jeannette Walls grew
up with parents whose ideals and stubborn nonconformity were both their curse and their
salvation. Rex and Rose Mary Walls had four children. In the beginning, they lived like nomads,
moving among Southwest desert towns, camping in the mountains. Rex was a charismatic, brilliant
man who, when sober, captured his children's imagination, teaching them physics, geology, and
above all, how to embrace life fearlessly. Rose Mary, who painted and wrote and couldn't stand the
responsibility of providing for her family, called herself an "excitement addict." Cooking a meal that
would be consumed in fifteen minutes had no appeal when she could make a painting that might last
forever. Later, when the money ran out, or the romance of the wandering life faded, the Walls
retreated to the dismal West Virginia mining town -- and the family -- Rex Walls had done everything
he could to escape. He drank. He stole the grocery money and disappeared for days. As the
dysfunction of the family escalated, Jeannette and her brother and sisters had to fend for themselves,
supporting one another as they weathered their parents' betrayals and, finally, found the resources
and will to leave home. What is so astonishing about Jeannette Walls is not just that she had the guts and tenacity and
intelligence to get out, but that she describes her parents with such deep affection and generosity. Hers is a story of triumph
against all odds, but also a tender, moving tale of unconditional love in a family that despite its profound flaws gave her the
fiery determination to carve out a successful life on her own terms. For two decades, Jeannette Walls hid her roots. Now she
tells her own story.

The Other Wes Moore by Wes Moore

Two kids with the same name lived in the same decaying city. One went on to be a Rhodes Scholar,
decorated combat veteran, White House Fellow, and business leader. The other is serving a life
sentence in prison. Here is the story of two boys and the journey of a generation. In December 2000,
the Baltimore Sun ran a small piece about Wes Moore, a local student who had just received a Rhodes
Scholarship. The same paper also ran a series of articles about four young men who had allegedly
killed a police officer in a spectacularly botched armed robbery. The police were still hunting for two
of the suspects who had gone on the lam, a pair of brothers. One was named Wes Moore. Wes just
couldn’t shake off the unsettling coincidence, or the inkling that the two shared much more than
space in the same newspaper. After following the story of the robbery, the manhunt, and the trial to
its conclusion, he wrote a letter to the other Wes, now a convicted murderer serving a life sentence
without the possibility of parole. His letter tentatively asked the questions that had been haunting
him: Who are you? How did this happen? That letter led to a correspondence and relationship that
have lasted for several years. Over dozens of letters and prison visits, Wes discovered that the other

Wes had had a life not unlike his own: Both had grown up in similar neighborhoods and had had difficult childhoods, both were
fatherless; they’d hung out on similar corners with similar crews, and both had run into trouble with the police. At each stage
of their young lives they had come across similar moments of decision, yet their choices would lead them to astonishingly
different destinies. Told in alternating dramatic narratives that take readers from heart-wrenching losses to moments of
surprising redemption, The Other Wes Moore tells the story of a generation of boys trying to find their way in a hostile world.


